
Pronunciation
Schwa

Schwa is the most common sound in the English

language. It occurs only in unstressed syllables and

getting it correct helps spoken English to sound more

natural and fluent.

Any vowel letter can be pronounced as schwa and

the pronunciation of a vowel letter can change

depending on whether the syllable in which it occurs

is stressed or not.

The phonemic symbol for schwa is:

/e/
Following are two exercises to help students develop their awareness

of schwa. The audio examples from the exercises can be downloaded

from www.bbclearninglish.com
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Exercise 1
Look at the words below and decide where in the word the schwa sound

occurs.

Underline and/or write the schwa symbol over the correct part of the word.

The first one has been done for you.

Hint: One word has two examples of schwa. All the others have only one.

 
d o c t o r b a n a n a

t o m o r r o w d i f f i c u l t

s u m m e r l e v e l

p r o t e c t s u r v i v e

p u p i l t h e a t r e

m e a s u r e w i z a r d
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Exercise 2

In this exercise, look at these sentences and decide where the schwa sound

occurs. It may occur more than once in each sentence. The minimum number

of schwas in a sentence is 1, the maximum 7.

                     /e/
1 .  I t ’ s  f o r y o u

2 .  I t  t a k e s  a  l o t  o f  t i m e

3 .  H o w  a b o u t  a  c u p  o f  t e a ?

4 .  W h a t  a r e  y o u  d o i n g  t o n i g h t ?

5 .  W h a t  t i m e  w i l l  y o u  a r r i v e  a t  V i c t o r i a ?

6 .  I  w a s  g o i n g  t o  t e l l  y o u

7 .  T h e  l e i s u r e  c e n t r e  i s  c l o s e d  f o r  a  p r i v a t e

f u n c t i o n

8 .  T h e  a i r p o r t  i s  n o t  f a r  f r o m  t h e  c a p i t a l  c i t y

9 .  T h e  b o o k  i s  a b o u t  p r o n u n c i a t i o n

1 0 .  W e  n e e d  m o r e  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t

1 1 .  Y o u  n e e d  t o  p a y  a t t e n t i o n  a l l  t h e  t i m e

1 2 .  I t  i s  a  v e r y  t h o r o u g h  r e p o r t
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ANSWERS

Exercise 1

d o c t o r b a n a n a

t o m o r r o w d i f f i c u l t

s u m m e r l e v e l  ( n o u n )

p r o t e c t s u r v i v e

p u p i l t h e a t r e

       
m e a s u r e w i z a r d
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ANSWERS

Exercise 2

1 .  I t ’ s  f o r y o u

2 .  I t  t a k e s  a l o t  o f  t i m e

3 .  H o w  a b o u t  a c u p  o f  t e a ?

4 .  W h a t  a r e y o u  d o i n g  t o n i g h t ?

5 .  W h a t  t i m e  w i l l  y o u  a r r i v e  a t  V i c t o r i a?

6 .  I  w a s  g o i n g  t o t e l l  y o u

7 .  T h e l e i s u r e c e n t r e i s  c l o s e d  f o r  a p r i v a t e

f u n c t i o n

8 .  T h e  a i r p o r t  i s  n o t  f a r  f r o m  t h e c a p i t a l  c i t y

9 .  T h e b o o k  i s  a b o u t  p r o n u n c i a t i o n

1 0 .  W e  n e e d  m o r e  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t

1 1 .  Y o u  n e e d  t o p a y  a t t e n t i on  a l l  t h e t i m e

1 2 .  I t  i s  a v e r y  t h o r o u g h  r e p o r t


